
“Welcome to our new house!”
• • •

On august 1st the new EducArte-
house opened its doors for us. When 
the kids and their parents saw the 
new house for the first time they 
were amazed because it was so big 
and bright. Especially the young 
kids were very thrilled and they 
could not stop running up and down 
the stairs during the break. Some 
even got lost on their way to the 
bathroom, mostly the young kids of 
course who had to get their 
bearings.

Thanks to our volunteer Nina we 
even had a house-warming party. 
She made muffins and popcorn for 
everybody. The highlight of our 
party was a pantomime who worked 
together with our staff and the kids 
during the show and made 
everybody laugh.  

But this party was not just our 
house-warming party, it was also 

Nina`s last day. We will miss her a 
lot. Thank you so much for your 
support!  

“Cultural assault” 
• • •

The kids are regularly being taken 
out of their classrooms and their 
routines. The children and the 
members of the staff are supposed 
to stretch and wiggle their arms 
and legs. 

The next exercise is for relaxation.

After a little warm-up session they 
are supposed to dance with their 
partner with their eyes closed. 

Nobody has to fear to be made fun 
of and everybody can move freely. 

For the next exercise we swap 
partners. One person is supposed to 
close his/ her eyes and the other 
person has to guide his/ her partner 
through the room. The partners are 

allowed to 
only keep 
in touch 
with their 
index 
finger.
For the next exercise we split the 
big group into two smaller groups. 
The groups have to pass an ice 
cream wood stick with 
their mouths 
from one 
person to 
another. After 
that everybody 
has to say how 
they felt during 
the exercise.
The last exercise is about selling a 
„doll“. The kids gather together in 
little groups and choose one person 
they want to sell to a prospective 
buyer. They have to think about 
character traits that they like in 
that person in order 
to sell it. At the end 
of the exercise all of 
the kids and staff 
hug each other one 
by one.

With these 
„assaults“ we want to promote 
self-confidence, to positively 
influence group dynamics and to 
stimulate verbal and physical 
expression. The excersises are also 
supposed to help to draw new 
energy and to break through daily 
routine.
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The kids are 
waiting with 
rapt attention 
to find out who 
would be our 
special guest.

Everbody is thrilled.

Volunteer Lena is being guided by Héctor.



WELL ASKED

EducArte Voices
• • •

What do you say now? We asked 
our staff and 
students how 
they like the 
new house:

 

“Great and very spacious. 
The only thing I do not like is 
that the classrooms are very 
small.”

Lety, teacher 

“Wow!” 
(in every room and on all of the stairs)all of the kindergarteners

“It is so much cleaner 
and the kids do not come 
home as dirty.” 

Doña Amelia, mother 

“From here we will be able to 

see the procession.”     

Sonia, accelerated primary school

“I feel like I am going 
to university.”

Elicka, Conalfa 

“I am a little bit worried 
because the kids can hurt 

themselves so much easier 

with all of these stairs.”
Doña Violeta, mother 

“The playground in the old 

house was so much better 

because we had hoops and 

trees.”
Selvin, fourth grade

“It is so much better because here we have a lot more 
space.”

Ingrid, accelerated primary school 

library

secretariat.

kitchen and dining room.

computer lab

Kindergarten 
and pre school.

Accelerated 
primary school

homework 
tutoring

We also use the balcony for 
doing homework or class.

A big conference room is used for meetings, 
workshops, further training, Conalfa and much 
more.

the playground on 
the roof terrace

There is a roofed 
area as well.



NEWS FROM GUATEMALA

Let us vote!
• • •

Cars with lots of colorful stickers and 
roaring loudspeakers drive through 
the streets and blast out absurd 
slogans. Orange, green, yellow and red 
masses of people line the streets and 
wave their flags  wildly. The amount of 
posters and billboards makes it 
almost impossibe to concentrate on 
the traffic. It would be an 
understatement to speak of 
overstimulation.

On september 11th will be the day of 
the elections in Guatemala: 
Guatemalans will vote their 
president, vicepresident, 158 
members of congress, 20 members of 
the parliament of central america and 
333 mayors.

The 10 candidates for the presidency 
do not seem to offer a good choice for 
guatemalans. Overall it seems as if 
they do not even count on 
improvement but rather hope that the 
situation will not get worse with the 
new president.

The wife of the current president, who 
got divorced in order to circumvent 
the guatemalan constitution, which 
forbids people who are related by 

blood or who are married to the 
president to run for presidency is now 
ruled out as one of the top candidates. 
Her application was not permitted 
which resulted in dramatic 
performances by her. After the 
political soapopera had ended the 
guatemalan media had to find 
something else to report about since 
this story had been the most thrilling 
and bizarre political farce. 

Other top cadidates? One candidte 
used to be in the military, his slogan 
was „ironfisted“ and he called himself 
the candidate of peace. Unfortunately 
he does not seem very credible, 
especially when one looks at the 
violations of the human rights 
commited by the guatemalan military 
in the past. The candidate is supposed 
to have been involved in these crimes. 

From the ranks of the businessmen 
comes a young candidate who is only 
missing the poilical power next to all 
of his possessions (estates, 
supermarkets, gassations etc.). He 
creates an image of himself as 
somebody who will lead the 
guatemalan footballteam to the world 
championship.

It would almost be entertaining if 
murdered candidates or election 

assistants, casualties as well as 
innumerable death threats were not 
part of the sad reality of a guatemalan 
election campaign.

Instead of working on a good election 
manifesto, the candidates try to 
malign each other or to overthrow the 
opponents. Candidates trying to incite 
their followers animosity toward the 
followers of the other candidates, lead 
to voters losing their ideal of 
politicians who care about the people 
and not only about their personal 
expansion of power.

The third top candidate is an 
intelectual, who is at least concerned 
about education but who nevertheless 
is an elitist. Eventhough this is his 
third run for the presidency he has 
not been very active in politics and he 
seems to only pop up every for years 
for elections.

If it was in the hands of the children 
they would vote for the ironfisted 
candidate. Why? Because orange is a 
pretty and bright color and the paty`s 
song is a really catchy tune. Let`s 
hope that he rest of the guatemalan 
people who are eligible to vote have 
other demands on a candidate and 
will not be discouraged.

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	
    

CONTACT	
 	

Alejandra Hernández or Fressy Nájera 
centrocomunitarioeducarte@gmail.com

WEBSITE
www.educarte-guatemala.org

BANC ACCOUNT
Guatemala         

Asociación Civil No Lucrativa EducArte

Banco G&T Continental 
número de cuenta: 52-0018028-1 

COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 
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