
Childrens Day
 • • •

Every Oktober 1st is childrens day 
in Guatemala, this year it is on a 
saturday. The children enter the 
building through a gate decorated 
with balloons. 

At the beginning we play different 
games to get the children to relax 
and to prepare them for the actual 
highlight.

We watch a movie. Upstairs in the 
conference room all the children lie 
down on the floor and cuddle up. 
The windowshutters are closed and 
and in the dark you can hear the 
children giggle and the rustling of 
the popcorn. 

We watch the new version of The 
Smurfs and eventhough the 
children get a little bit restless at 

the end of the afternoon, we all 
enjoy this wonderful time together. 

Festival at „Los Patojos“ 
• • •

Every year the organisation „Los 
Patojos“ organizes an art festival 
where children from different 
organizations can work together in 
different workshops. 

Nine boys and girls from our project 
participate. The kids can take part 
in different workshops over the 
course of 3 days. On the fourth day 
they present their results to an 
audience. 
On the first day 
the different 
teamleaders 
introduce 
themselves. 
The children 
can choose 
between 
breakdance, photography, 
juggling, graphic design, music, and 
theatre. The children had to choose 
one activity beforehand. It would 
probably have been a good idea to 
introduce the teamcoordinators 
first to the girls. After the people in 
charge of the groups had presented 
themselves, some of the girls 

changed their mind and wanted to 
work with a different group. 

Most of the kids joined the 
breakdance group and the rest 
learned how to juggle.

Last day of school
• • •

The school year is over and the kids 
proudly receive their report cards. 

Yay, off to summer vacation! 

During vacation time EducArte 
offers a programm which starts in 
november. It is not until the middle 
of january until school starts again. 

THIS MONTH AT EDUCARTE!
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The exposition 
of the 
photography-
workshop.



Rebellious Night
• • •

„A rebellious night of guatemalan 
and latinamerican songs and 
poetry, with words and feelings 
that come from the chances and 
dreams of a different Guatemala.“ 

That is how the event was 
introduced and 
celebrated in 
our Community 
Center. The 
audience 

experienced a wonderful and very 
thoughtful evening.

“Halloween” 
• • •

Halloween is also celebrated in 
Guatemala, at least that is what we 
did this year. This time the 
celebration is also the last day of 

school and the beginning of 
our vacation program. The 
children of EducArte and the 
new kids spend an afternoon 
full of joy and games in their 

beautiful halloween costumes. 

WELL ASKED

Interview with Doña Ángela
• • •

María Ángela Reyes Galindo is 
about 50 years old and the mother 
of 9 kids. Her oldest kids already 
have their own families. She has 
been a widow for about 6 years 

now and lives 
together with 
her 6 kids who 
are between 9 
and 30 years 
old. She works 
as a maid for 
different 

families. Her 
children also contribute with their 
jobs to the family income. Her four 
youngest kids were enrolled in the 
EducArte programm. Now two of 
them are left and the other two 
have already finished primary 
school.

Eileen: Since when do you know 
EducArte?

Doña Ángela: The people were 
talking about this project but it 
was too far away from our home. 
Then the project moved into our 
street. My husband enrolled the 
kids in the program. That was 
about 6 years ago.

Eileen: What do you like about 
EducArte and what would you 
change?

Doña Ángela: My children did not 
know anything. They did not have 
an education. They learned a lot 
here. It seems to me like 
everything is good about 
EducArte.

Eileen: You have always been very 
exemplary, but we have been 
missing you at meetings lately.

Doña Ángela: Sometimes I work a 
whole month for a family and they 
do not allow me to go until the 
work is done.

Eileen: What do you wish for your 
children?

Doña Ángela: That they can 
continue to go to school and learn.

Eileen: What do you do to relax?

Doña Ángela: I go walking outside 
to breathe fresh air.

Eileen: If you had one wish, what 
would it be?

Doña Ángela: To have a day off to 
have fun.

Luis and Azucena come to 
EducArte for years.
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COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 

The one who fears the rain
• • •

The rainy season seemed almost 
over and fortunately it was not as 
bad as last year. The tropical low 
pressure area, which  persistently 
hovered over the pacific coast of 
Central America, disabused us 
from our hopes. For days it rained 
cats and dogs without pause. Lots 
of people were reminded of the 
tropical rainstorm Agatha that 
destroyed vast parts of the 
country. Thousands of 
Guatemalans had lost their homes 
because of Agatha. 

And as always the same regions 
were affected; the same bridges 
collapsed; some even had not been 
reerrected since the last storm. 
The same streets were buried and 
the same villages were cut off from 
the rest of the world. And as 
always the rainy season passes. 
And again the foreign financial aid 
gets lost on the way to the people 
who  need it most. The next rainy 
season will come und the same 
people will fear the rain and will 
pray that they will be spared this 
time. The rainy season will again 
be held accountable for the misery. 
And as always there will be people 
who profit from the situation; the 
politicians who embezzle the 
financial aid, building companies 

who build bridges and streets with 
a best-before date of one season to 
be able to secure their basis of their 
lives for the coming year.  

The elections
• • •

While Guatemala is trying to deal 
with the situation the two 
candidates are preparing 
themselves for the elections on 
november 6th and try to push 
ahead their campaigns. 

At least the parties are trying to 
get the people to vote by sending 
relief supplies to the affected areas. 
Therefore it can be assumed that at 
least some part of the money for 
the campaigns is not being wasted. 

Unfortunately this is only 
temporary aid and it can be 
questioned whether after the 
elections fairly long-term and far-
sighted precautions will be 
established. 

✶ All pictures are from the guatemalan newspaper.
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