
Holiday Club
 • • •

School vacation started and more 
than 70 kids registered for our 
holiday club. The little ones come in 
the morning and the big ones come 
in the afternoon on four days a 
week. Fridays are always off for the 
kids so the teachers can go to 
advanced vocational training or can 
plan the activities. Just like every 
year not only the kids from 
EducArte but also other kids from 
the community are enrolled in the 
vacation program. 

Our program includes different 
activities such as drawing and 
painting, crafts, sports, creating art 
from recycled materials, dance and 
games. 

We also go on weekly excursions to 
local factories, businesses and 
farms. That way the kids can learn 
about certain working processes 
and scopes of tasks. We visit a 
business that exports vegetables, a 
jellyfactory, a rugfactory and a 
macadamianut-farm. The kids are 
thrilled. It is a very wonderful and 
exciting experience for every 
person involved. 

 Think about gender 
• • •

On five sundays eight young girls 
gather in our community center 
under the guidance of principle 
Alejandra to think about and 
discuss issues related to gender. 
They interview people on the 
streets of Ciudad Vieja. The 
questions concern issues such as 
violence and rights. The results are 
distressing; some interviewees said 
that harassment on the street could 
not be considered violence as long 
as nobody was being touched. Other 
responses were that women did not 
have the right to health until they 
were married. Some people said 
that girls should first be taught how 
to be housewives before they have 
access to education. The group 
analyzed and discussed the 
interviews. We found it very 
shocking that men and women 
made such statements. 

The girls not only conducted 
interviews, they also received sex 
education. 
In the last session they watched a 
documentary about a guatemalan 
woman who fights for the murderer 
of her sister to be punished. After 
the movie we talked about it and 
tried to talk about violence; when it 
occurs and how to discern 
situations that could lead to 
violence. 
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Staff meeting.

Field trip to the export business.



At the end of the workshop the 
girls very proudly receive their 
certificates and celebrate in our 
community center together with 
their parents and the other 
participants.

“Say no to violence towards 
women” 

• • •

The gender workshop was a 
preparatory workshop for another 
workshop with a group of students 
from the U.S.A.. The students came 
to Guatemala for a week only to 
carry out the workshop. They 
wanted to get to know EducArte 
and to get a deeper understanding 
of how women live in different 
cultures. They spent five days 
together with our workshop-group, 
got to know each other, talked 
about and worked on different 
issues concerning gender. The 
activities depended on the subject 
of the day. The first subject they 
worked on was health. They visited 
the association Manos Abiertas 
(eng. Open Hands) in Ciudad Vieja 
which offers information about 
family planning, gynaecological 
examination, pregnancy advice 
and obstetrics.

The second subject was “The 
development of women”. The group 
droves to a community called 
Santiago Zamora and got to know a 
local women cooperation of 
weavers. 

The next day was about sex 
education and the following day we 
discussed violence by means of a 
movie. That night we also 
celebrated the american holiday 
Thanksgiving.

Highlight of all the events was the 
yearly demonstration against 
violence towards women on friday 
november 25th. Most of the people 
went to Guatemala City to 
demonstrate but we thought that it 
is very important for the people of 
Ciudad Vieja to become aware of 
this problem, since in our 
community we have a lot of family 
violence and sexual violence. We 
walked through the streets with 
banners and signs and read by 
loud speakers what is considered 
as violence and that women have 
rights. 
Our main message was: 
„We are not agree and we do not 
tolerate any kind of violence.“ 

On the same day principle 
Alejandra talked about violence 
towards women in Sacatepéquez 
(the county which Ciudad Vieja and Antigua 

belong to) in another institution. The 
students from the U.S. were very 
eager to return in 2013. 

http://asociacionmanosabiertas.org/es/
http://asociacionmanosabiertas.org/es/


NEWS FROM GUATEMALA

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	
    

CONTACT	
 	

Alejandra Hernández or Fressy Nájera 
centrocomunitarioeducarte@gmail.com

WEBSITE
www.educarte-guatemala.org

BANC ACCOUNT
Guatemala         

Asociación Civil No Lucrativa EducArte

Banco G&T Continental 
número de cuenta: 52-0018028-1 

COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education and art". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 

Yeah, Baldizon lost – 
oh no! Otto Pérez is president

• • •

That is what people may feel when 
the candidates running for 
president are not a real option and 
the election result feels bad. 

For Europeans and especially for 
Germans like me it might seem 
unbelieveable that a country that 
suffered many years under an 
armed conflict and under general 
Otto Pérez Molina votes him for 
president. It crosses my mind if 
Germany would vote for Adolf 
Hitler again, without intention to 
compare these persons 
directly...but the principle.  

My husband and I cannot reach an 
agreement. He and his family lived 
to see the armed conflict 
differently. They were threatened 
by the guerilla and protected by 
the military. Naturally he has a 
completely different idea of good 
and bad. 

I can understand that but I would 
not vote for a guerilla who 
commited serious crimes against 

humaity eihter. I think there is no 
good side of violence. But for me 
that is an easy thing to say. I was 
born in a generation that looks 
back judging the Second World War 
from a safe distance and also here 
in Guatemala as an outsider I am 
outraged and just shaking my 
head.

The most important argument for 
Otto Pérez’ victory is the longing 
for safety. Especially the 
inhabitants of Guatemala City 
believe that the “iron hand” will be 
able to secure safety. But what 
about the rural population who did 
not live to see safety under the 
military? Why did they also vote 
for this candidate?

Marco Antonio Garavito's 
statement* seems very interesting. 
He ist director of the Liga 
Guatemalteca de Higiene Mental, that 
stands up for the search for 
children, who disappeared after 
the war. According to him the daily 
question of survival is so dominant 
that the guatemalan population 
only lives in the here and now. 

Little room is left to think about 
the past or to make plans for the 
future. Furthermore, the 
guatemalan population came from 
a autocratic and dictorial society 
and there have always been 
dictatorial personalities in 
Guatemala who ruled the people 
and told them what to do and 
solved their proplems for them.

But a small doubt remains looking 
at the fact that both parties paid 
for votes. Can we simply assume 
that Pérez party paid more 
money? 

Who knows and who cares in the 
end? 

Otto Pérez Molina is the new 
president of Guatemala. We will see 
what the future will bring with 
him.

* According to an interview he gave in the 
german news service ¡Fijáte! No. 498, 
23th of November 2011                                  
(http://fijate.guatemala.de)
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