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Valentine's Day
  • • •

Just like 
everywhere else, 
Valentine's Day is 
regarded as the day couples 
celebrate their love, but also the day 
of friendship and affection. This year 
we celebrate this day together with 
carnival. The party is organized by 
our new student council. They 
questioned the students, collected 
money and prepared the party.     

Letters are exchanged, in which 
friendship and admiration were 
expressed, and eggshells filled with 
confetti are being smashed on the 
heads. This is an old custom in 
Guatemala.

We play many games, the kids can 
win different prizes and we offer 
delicious food. A very interesting 
activity is the marriage. Mostly 
voluntarily, but sometimes under 
slight pressure, sometimes under 

harder pressure, couples get 
married.

Everybody enjoys dancing and 
nobody wants to stop. The children 
beg: „Only one more song“. Then 
they go home.

In the evening a talk takes place 
about anti-love. Different attitudes 
and concepts of love are being 
discussed.

Activation of body and mind
• • •

Now almost two months of school 
have passed already and one can feel 
the children's tension. They are 
tired, sometimes just switch off and 
can hardly concentrate. They need 
change. One day we walk to the main 
square and we have a rally. The kids 
have to master five different tasks, 
either mentally or physically. They 
have to solve problems with logical 
thinking skills, they have to do 
coordination exercises with balls, 
they have to untie a human knot in a 
team, have to present an animal 

concert in a creative way and their 
balance is being trained.

The teachers and employees also 
have to master these exercises.

At the end one can clearly see that 
such activities have to be supported 
more often. It is obvious from 
looking at the participants during 
the exercises that these kinds of 
exercises are extremely difficult for 
them. 

Pyjamas' Day
• • •

In the morning of the last day of 
February it was probably quite calm 
for most of our students and 
employees since it was pyjamas' day 
at EducArte. That way they were 
able to go directly from their beds to 
school. 

Ingrid obviously found 
true love in a crocodile 
called Estuardo. Very 
proud and voluntarily 
he lets himself get 
married to Ingrid.



WELL ASKED

Survey regarding the student 
council

• • •

The student council started 
working and meets regularly at a 
weekly meeting. The five members 
have already mastered the first 
organizational hurdle by 
organizing the Valentine's party 
and carnival. 
    
We asked the kids how they liked 
the celebrations:

 

 

Ivanna and Fatima.

Lucrecia (11): I really 

liked it, especially the 

dancing. They really 

organized it very well.

Ángela (10): I liked the food 
the most. Thank you 
student council! It was a 
really nice party! 

Ivanna (4): I was a 
princess. I liked the 
smashing of the 
eggshells the most.

Ana (8): I really 

liked everything.

Gabriel and Anderson

Abigail (9): I really liked the chocolate 
bananas and the music. But student council 
should improve its order and should make 
clear who is responsible for what at such 
festivities. I wish them all the best and that 
they are able to keep up the good work.

Edgar (9): The food 
was super. I really 
liked the party.

Gabriel (7): Everything was 

great! But what I liked most 

is that we got presents. Oh, 

yes, I married Lucrecia!

Anderson (6): It was  
cool...everything. I also married...what is her 

name again? 

Dayana (12): The party was alright, just 

like we planned it. The student council 

works very well, except for one member. 

We are trying to solve the problem. It is 

very hard for us right now since we have 

just started working as members of the 

student council.

Sonia (15): The party was wonderful, I 
liked what they had prepared. Some 
members, not all of them, really do good 
work. I hope they can keep going like 
that and that the others will be able to 
contribute more.
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COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education and art". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 

Domestic Violence
• • •

The potential for violence is very 
serious in Guatemala. Colonization 
and the armed conflict have left 
scars and certainly are contributing 
factors to this issue. In addition to 
that come conditions such as 
extreme poverty, social injustice, the 
discrimination of women and a 

government that instead of reducing 
social and economic evils supports 
corruption and impunity. Under 
these circumstances it is no wonder 
that everybody is concerned and 
frightened because the violence on 
the streets of Guatemala is 
unmerciful. But a lot of people fail to 
notice that Guatemala’s society is 
already suffering in its very 
foundation, the family. 

Unfortunately there are only a few 
reliable statistics, since only a very 
small amount of domestic violence is 
reported. At this point I will not risk 
an analysis of this very complex 
phenomenon, but I want to touch on 
the starting point of a process that 
EducArte wants to get going this 
month with our school for the 
parents.

School for the parents at 
EducArte

• • •

In January the topic for the 
following meeting is chosen by the 
parents. They decided that they 
wanted to talk about the family. It 
was an urgent need for EducArte to 
talk about this issue as well. After 
two months of schooling we looked 
at the children with dismay. They 
come to school irregularly, are 
completely overfatigued because 
they have to work on the side, come 
to school unwashed and with dirty 
clothes, they are forgotten and not 
picked up on time, are suffering from 
psychological strains and much 
more.

We are concerned and it is our duty 
as an institution to make it subject of 

our discussion, no matter what the 
consequences will be.

In this session we will once more 
talk about children`s rights and the 
responsibilities of the parents. The 
main focus will be on violence within 
the family and the violation of the 
child’s rights. It is an information 
meeting for the parents to sensitize 
them for this issue. This session is 
supposed to be continued and 
expanded to the whole community 
with the help of other institutions. 
Representatives of the office of the 
justice of the peace are also be 
present to explain the gravity of the 
situation.

Once more we explain that violence 
has many faces and that it does not 
only show in beatings.

It is not only about what one should 
not do, but even more so what one 
can do as a parent to create an intact 
family. What does a child need to 
develop happy and healthy, so that 
later in its life it does not become 
aggressor or victim. 

It is not a financial issue to make it 
possible for a child to experience 
childhood as something positive. In a 
small guide for the families we let 
the parents know that with lots of 
small and simple things life can be 
much more harmonious and loving. 

One who seeks a juster society has to 
start with                                              
the family.
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