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Midterm Exam

Day of pets

The day that I became a mother

•••

•••

•••

Everybody at EducArte is stressed
because of the upcoming exams.

Before the Easter holidays we
celebrate the day of pets at

In our school for the parents we
want to reminisce the moments of

Every two months the students’
performance is tested in every

EducArte. All the students gather
with their pets on the main square

the first pregnancy and birth. The
women exchange their experiences,

subject. This leads to restlessness of in Ciudad Vieja. The ones who do
the students and the teachers. The
not have a living pet can bring their

the feelings and the changes that
came with it. These were not always

teachers have to prepare the exams

favorite cuddly toy. Everybody has

positive feelings and experiences.

and have to give preparatory
classes while the students have to

to introduce their pet to the others
and has to talk about the feeding

Goal of this practice is to discern
aspect of one’s own history and

study. The students are that fixated

and keeping

context and to rediscover the

on the exams and tense that they
expect an exam in everything they

of the
animals. We

different feelings connected with
the first pregnancy. We want to

have to do in class.

get to know
different

reflect upon marked changes in
our lives and the adaption to

animals; a

these changes. To create a

Even the little ones in our preschool
and in kindergarten have to take
exams.

Relax... there
is no exam
in sex
education.

The students do not have exams in
sex education but we play a game at
the end of each teaching module.
But the kids are still skeptical.

cat, fish,
doves, turtles,

trusting basis within the group in
which the women are able to open

hamsters, a
chicken and

up is the goal of each monthly
meeting.

lots of

The following conclusion comes

different
cuddly toys. Later

from one of the mothers who
participated: “Whatever the

that day representatives of an
organization for the protection of

circumstances are, a child is always
a gift from god and that we should

animals stop by and introduce

always be aware of. Lots of people

rather unusual pets; reptiles. They
also talk about ways to keep

cannot have children while some of
us should stop having so many

animals in ways appropriate to
their species and answer the kids’

children.”

questions.

Judging by the kids’ shrieking, snakes do not
belong to the kind of animals that they
would like to keep in their house.

International women`s day
•••

The 8th of march is international
women`s day. And while some men
demand a day especially for men
and different institutions offer
cooking courses, manicure, a
haircut and such, like something

without respect on the streets;
violence against women is still part
of the sad reality in the daily lives
of Guatemalan women.
For this occasion EducArte would
like to draw attention to this issue
and to make people aware.

nice is supposed to be offered for
women, lots of people fail to notice
this day because it is not a holiday
for women.

A representative of the
organization “Manos

Women are not freed from work

Abiertas” (eng.

and other duties on this day and
even if they are treated nicer and

Open hands)
informs the

receive flowers, this only shows up
the shortcomings of the ones who
have not quite understood what
this day means.
The 8th of March is a day of
remembrance. On this day we
should remember the fight that
women lead against unfair
treatment and any discrimination
due to their sex and against the
reduction of theirselves to painted
fingernails and a flower-loving

“Men, dare to be a man,Women, dare to fight
for your rights.”

The event, which takes place in the
community hall of Ciudad Vieja, is
aimed at young people who will
graduate from school next year.
Not all of the school classes have
given their assurances to come, it
seems like not all principals were
convinced of the importance of this
issue. But the community hall was
still bursting with people.

young people
about their
rights of sexual
orientation,
family
planning,
contraceptives and
especially about the women’s right
to have a say.
Mutual respect, equality
concerning the rights and duties of
both sexes and the joint fight for
this goal is the center of attention

beautiful being that can make itself
pretty up on this 8th of March once

in this event. This also means to
become active together and to

again.

accept responsibility.

Even if women have reached a lot
over the past decades, they still
have a long way to go, especially in
Guatemala where the so-called

Before Alejandra speaks the final
Paulo from
CasaSito
presented

machismo is still prevalent.
Oftentimes women do not have the

the event. Our principal Alejandra

right to have a say in the family
planning or their health. Women

gave the introduction by
portraying the current situation of

are regarded as men’s property
and do not have a lot or any

women in Guatemala. After that
the group “Break the Silence”

discretion within the family.

performs a play which focuses on
AIDS.

Women are treated as objects and

words, all of the representatives of
the organizations that are present
are asked to pass on one last
message to everybody.
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Stop the hunger
•••
In Guatemala every second child
younger than 5 years old suffers
from chronic malnutrition. That are
about 1,3 Million children.
A goal worth stiving for from the
current government is to reduce
this malnutrition during the next 4
years by 10% with the help of the
program “Hambre Cero” (eng. Zero
hunger). With this the government
wants to guarantee the diet for
women during their pregnancy and
children up to 2 years. They also
want to establish different
development programs for the fields
of work, health and education.
One has to wait and see what will be
realized in tangible results, but at
least a first step is taken.
This program is supposed to be run
by the recently founded ministry for
social development and came into
force in 8 of the poorest
municipalities of the country. One of
these municipalities is regared as
one of the poorest of the world,
about 94% of the 22 000

inhabitants have to live with less
than 1 dollar a day.
How do such disturbing
circumstances come into being?

The “observatory for health and
reproduction” asks for genderissues and sex education with
regard to family planning and
healthy pregnancy and motherhood

One of the reasons is supposed to be
the climate change und the heavy

to be included in the program, since
it is obvious that sexual

rainfalls and long-lasting droughts

discrimination increases poverty
and malnutrition. The numbers are

connected with it. This destroys the
basis of life of numerous mostly
poor farmers. To make matters
worse the rural population has been
driven out of the most fertile
regions and ended up in areas in
which not even corn and beans, the
staple food for Guatemalans, can be
easily grown.
This initiative by the government is
certainly a very important step and
is obviously supported and
welcomed by representatives of
different political parties, NGOs,
different media and other groups.
But there is also criticism coming
from different sources.
Lots of representatives from
farmers associations criticize that it
is not clear whether and how the

alarming: Families with more than
five kids are no rarity, families that
are mostly part of the poor
population and that way neither the
children nor the pregnant woman
can be provided with sufficient and
healthy nutrition. During the past
year 3046 births were registered,
where the moms were between 10
and 14 years old, the home births
not included. This is highly
alarming and cannot be ignored in
the program!
One can only hope that this
initiative and the work of the new
ministry does not end in
paternalistic excessive desire for
action, but really establishes
sustainable programs.

agricultural production is supposed
to be strengthened.
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EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle
	

	

 by the	

means of education and art". The
"social
justice
organization works with 70 children and their families
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields
of education, nutrition and health.

Alejandra Hernández or Fressy Nájera
centrocomunitarioeducarte@gmail.com
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