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Clean Water for All!
  • • •

Unfortunately in numerous 
countries of the world it is not 
standard to have access to clean 
drinking water. It is not 
recommended to drink water from 
pipes or wells, but buying bottled 
water is a luxury of the few in 
Guatemala so the majority of the 
Guatemalans does not have another 
choice.

A very impressive project called  
ecofiltro tries to tackle this 
worldwide problem and produces 
water filters. With the financial aid 
of Canadian volunteers it was 
possible to provide some families 
from EducArte with a water 
filtration system by ecofiltro last 
year. The filter element has to be 
changed every year. For this reason 
the families saved money all year 
round every month at EducArte 
and now finally received their new 
filtration element.   

Mobile Library
• • •

If nobody goes to the library, then 
the library has to go to the people. 
Since the reading culture in 
Guatemala is not that well 
developed, the passion for reading 
first has to be kindled in children 
and adults and access to books has 
to be provided. That is why Rony, a 
teacher at EducArte, visits schools, 
kindergartens and many other 
educational institutions.                                                                     

"Gender- and Violence 
Prevention in Educational 

Institutions"
• • •

This is the title of our new pilot 
project which our principle 
Alejandra just started this month. 
She works with 305 teenagers on 
this project at a school in Antigua 
Guatemala. The goal is to make 
them aware of this issue and to 
encourage them to speak out for a 
culture of peace. That is a huge 
challenge not only for the teenagers 
but also for Alejandra. We will keep 
you informed about the progress of 
the project.    

Month of Hygiene
• • •

Topic of the month is hygiene. 
Different groups worked on various 
topics and at the end of the month 
they present their results at our 
hygiene-fair. What is part of 
personal hygiene? How should you 
wash your hair? How do you brush 
your teeth correctly? Why is it that 
important? These and other 
questions are part of the activity.  

Naturally, he 
first visited 
EducArte.

http://www.ecofiltro.org/
http://www.ecofiltro.org/


WELL ASKED

Interview with head master Fressy
• • •

Fressia Nájera has been part of the 
EducArte team for almost six years. 
The 30-year-old trained to be an 
office administration clerk but she 
was always very interested in social 

work and committed 
herself to that. She 
is now head master 
at EducArte and 
she is the first 
contact for 
students, teachers, 
parents, 

volunteers and people who are 
interested in the project.  

Eileen: ¿How did you get around to 
work for EducArte?

Fressy: Alejandra and I have been 
friends since we went to school 
together. When she started with 
EducArte, I was working for a young 
Belgian company which supported 
local cooperatives and later on 
exported fruits. I learned a lot 
working there and I already 
supported Alejandra in her work, set 
up contacts with various people and 
organizations and sending e-mails 
every now and then. Due to private 
reasons I had to retire for a while 
and after that I started working for 
EducArte. I wanted to strike out in a 
new direction.    

Eileen: Tell us about your career at 
EducArte.

Fressy: I started out as a volunteer, 
to get to know the project better and 
to maybe find my own niche at 
EducArte. That’s how I got to be 
responsible for the volunteer 
program in the beginning and then 
for social work as well and now I am 
head master.    

Eileen: What do you like about 
EducArte?

Fressy: That we actually have an 
effect on the people. I am part of a 
process, that really has effects on 
the people involved and I totally 
identify with my work. I am happy 
that I can use 
my abilities 
to work for 
somebody … 
for the 
people and 
the 
community. 

Eileen: What do you not like about 
your work?

Fressy: It is very hard for me when I 
have to fight with parents because 
they are not performing their duties 
or when they do not shoulder their 
responsibilities. It is very 
frustrating for me to see them not 
coming to their senses. But that’s 
what we are here for. I am a person 
who needs a certain amount of order 
and routine. So it is very hard for me 
whenever people do not carry out an 
agreement.       

Eileen: Besides working for 
EducArte you study on the 
weekends. Tell us more about it. 

Fressy: I received a scholarship for 
a 3-year-program in politics studies. 
The courses are every others 
Saturday from 8 – 3:30. That is 
really exhausting but also very 
interesting and well organized. It is a 
taught program but we are also able 
to put the theory into practice. I am 
already in my 2nd year. The 
elections last year gave us the 
opportunity to organize forums with 
the mayor candidates in the context 
of our studies. We organized 
discussions related to the elections 
and we informed the people about 
their right to vote. I was also a 
volunteer for the election 
monitoring.   

Eileen: What motivates you to 
study?

Fressy: I have a dream of a better 
Guatemala, but to change a country 
positively, I have to become active 
and get involved … and of course I 
will become president in the future. 
(laughing)

Eileen: What do you do to relax?

Fressy: I love my work but I always 
try to separate my work and my 
privacy. I am a very spiritual person 
and I like Yoga and meditation. I am 
also very sociable and I love going 
out with friends. 
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WEBSITE
www.educarte-guatemala.org

BANC ACCOUNT
Guatemala         

Asociación Civil No Lucrativa EducArte

Banco G&T Continental 
número de cuenta: 52-0018028-1 

COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education and art". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 

Political education
YOUNG LEADERSHIP CONSTRUCTS DEMOCRACY 

2012

• • •

Whenever Guatemala gets into the 
international or national press, the 
news is mostly devastating. 
Especially when it is about politics 
in Guatemala, it is mostly about its 
malfunction and corruption.

We already touched this issue in 
Fressys interview; there is 
movement and initiative towards a 
positive change. Numerous groups, 
organizations, projects and 
initiatives work in fields for a better 
Guatemala. These are rarely 
presented in the media. 

Her study 
program makes a 
contribution to 
this movement by 
awarding 40 
scholarships to 
young 
Guatemalans who 
are already active 
in the political and 

social field.

Goal of this program is to further 
train and educate this young 
generation so they can get involved 
in the establishment of a 
democracy. So they can help to 
newly define it and to strengthen 
the public with their cultural 
diversity. This program is supposed 
to lead to a pivotal change of 
political ethics and in practice and 
to empower young generations to 
get involved in politics.

Next to the study of theoretical 
aspects of local, regional, national 
and global politics, the students are 
always encouraged to reflect 
critically, to engage in discussion 
and to put theory into practice by 
organizing public discussions or to 
get involved in other projects.

It is not just about party-politics on 
national level, but also about the 
reality of each and every 
community. It is about getting 
involved and participating no 
matter what your cultural 
background is.

To conclude in Fressys words:

“To bring about change you have to get 

involved. But to contribute positively to the 

change you have to know what it is about, 
how things work and you have to know your 

own history. With this program I get all the 

right tools and competences that will qualify 

me for my work in this field in the future. It 
gives me the opportunity to become a 

positive player in this change.”
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