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Mother's Day
  • • •

Since last year EducArte celebrate 
Mother's Day in a slightly different 
way than is usual in Guatemala. We 
want to give the moms something 
special; some time for themselves.

Again we organized a little fair with 
lots of games, fun and prizes to 
celebrate mother’s day. There was 
also a room where you could 
meditate in small groups and where 
women were introduced this kind of 
relaxation. For the mothers to be 
able to relax without having to 
worry about their kids, we set up a 
playgroup, where the children were 
taken care of during the entire 
event.

Another highlight of the event was 
the vote for the best costume. The 
women were asked to come dressed 
up.

The pictures show, that the whole 
Mother's Day celebration was a 
success. See for yourself:  

Sex Education for Educators
• • •

In the area of sex education for 
children, adolescents and adults 
EducArte is clearly leading the way. 
We have been working in this area 
for almost three years now. Our 
work does not only include a few 
lessons or lectures on human 
reproduction, but a holistic 
educational program that is applied 
to the entire school year. It is mostly 
about getting to know and 
appreciate yourself. The focus is on 
strengthening the self-awareness 

and the provision of adequate 
knowledge about human sexuality, 
so responsible and self-determined 
decisions can be made and thus the 
huge number of pregnancies in 
adolescents, AIDS and sexual abuse 
can be prevented.

Other institutions became aware of 
our work, so we were able to 
conclude this month, the first 
external training "sex education for 
educators." In seven sessions school 
teachers and staff of two school-
projects with the issue have been 
made familiar and supported so as 
to incorporate this form of sex 
education in their work.   

Financial Statements
• • •

Full of pride and relief, we would 
like to announce that EducArte`s 
tax year 2011 has been audited and 
closed successfully. Without any 
additional payment, we can now 
continue to work with a clear 
conscience.

On this occasion we would like to 
thank once more all our friends and 
donors for their support.

EducArte is always very grateful 
about the great trust put in us. 
Nevertheless, the confirmation that 
all funds are properly managed and 
used also fills us with great 
satisfaction.



WELL ASKED

Interview with Andrea
• • •

The 24-year-old artist who was 
born and raised in Antigua has 
evolved over the following art 
forms: painting, drawing, video, and 

interventions in public 
space. She has 
participated in 
formations to 
reflect 
contemporary art 
in Managua 

Nicaragua. She is 
also co-founder of the education 
project  MarES (Artistic mediation, 
education and development), which offers 
workshops across the country. 
Right now she conducts art classes 
for the 3 winners of the arts festival 
last year (Kateryn, Pedro Pablo y Aníbal).    

Eileen: What excites you about art?

Andrea: Art has the ability to open 
a dialogue, by means of the 
questions it raises whenever we 
look at art or are working 
artistically. In addition, it is 
constantly changing and challenges 
our creativity to perceive the world 
differently.   

Eileen: What art form 
do you like most?

Andrea: I like 
contemporary art, not 
only because it 

revealed itself to me as a response 
to the change of my generation, but 
also because it includes a plethora 
of ways to deal with it in a dynamic 
and fun way.

Eileen: Where did you learn about 
EducArte?

Andrea: About my sister. Together 
with director Alejandra they 
developed the project "Las 
Enredadas" (for emancipation and equality 
for women).  

Eileen: Have you been working 
with children previously to working 
here?

Andrea: Yes, I have worked with 
children and young people and that 
is not too difficult as long 
as art is 
available as an 
offer and is not 
imposed as a 
duty. In 
general, 
children have 
a lot of 
creativity and energy to bring 
forth new things and to work in 
groups. For this reason I consider 

art as a very 
useful tool for 
their life and 
their working and 
living together in 
their 
environment.

Eileen: What do you like about 
EducArte and what not?

Andrea: I think it's good that 
EducArte manages to give each 
child individual attention and I see 
a team that is characterized by 
mutual respect. There is nothing 
that I do not really like; I have only 
been here for such 
a short 
time. With 
regard to 
my 
teaching, 
I would 
prefer a 
more 
appropriate space, but this is only a 
temporary condition that can be 

changed soon.

Eileen: What do you hope 
for in the future?

Andrea: I would like to 
start my art studies at the 
university again. I would 
also like to MarES 
continue to try to promote 

art as a means of education. And of 
course there are my personal 
projects.

You can learn more about Andrea and her 
art at her website:

www.andreamarmoljuarez.wordpress.com

www.maresarteyeducacion.wordpress.com
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COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education and art". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 

Sometimes I am frustrated
• • •

I have considered from all angles 
what I should write about this 
month.

Politics and everyday life? Somehow 
it always seems the same. I really do 
not see any groundbreaking changes 
and the headlines in the Guatemalan 
press are always the same: murder, 
manslaughter, kidnapping and 
corruption ... only the names 
change. Everyone knows about it 
and nothing is done. Institutions, 
organizations or individuals who 
want to bring about change, and be 
it "only" in the naive belief that they 
are only drawing on their rights and 
the law, are being put obstacles in 
the way or they are being 
“encouraged” with intimidation and 
passivity to give up.
Sometimes I'm frustrated.

The weather? Always an issue 
around the world. The Guatemalan 
winter, that is the rainy season, has 
begun and the first damage has 
already been done. But every year is 
the same and never seems to 

change, even if long-term measures 
to protect against weather-related 
disasters are always talked about, 
even though rain is not even a 
climate catastrophe.
Sometimes I'm frustrated.

The Education? Oh dear, where do I 
start there? The last motivation 
killer I got was when I learned that 
Guatemala still teaches home 
economics exclusively for girls, 
while boys are being taught wood 
works. That was never really clear 
to me since there is always all this 
boastful talk on gender and equality 
and anti-machismo, etc. The top of it 
all was a quote from a textbook, 
which stated that the peak and thus 
the purpose in life of a woman was 
motherhood.
Sometimes I'm frustrated.

It's not as if nothing is done. It is also 
not true that there is a lack of offers. 
There are innumerable educational 
opportunities in all kinds of areas, 
helping people learn and evolve, 
improving their quality of life and 
the lives of others, be self-
determined and more independent. 
But sometimes I wonder if the 

people want that at all. It seems as 
though all want to improve their 
living conditions, but no one wants 
to do something about it. Do they 
expect that everything comes to 
them as a gift without a service in 
return?
Sometimes I'm frustrated.

Of course one cannot simply pass 
judgment on people and it is 
obviously not fair nor correct, to 
refer to people as spoiled or even 
stupid. I know full well that the 
whole picture and all factors must 
be considered. But you can 
understand why I am sometimes so 
frustrated?

Compassion, understanding and 
tolerance, are in my opinion the 
biggest challenges these days and 
especially in the educational and 
social development.

Sometimes I am frustrated and then 
I am overcome by a feeling of 
powerlessness and futility. And then 
I get really tired.

Fortunately, this only happens 
sometimes.

mailto:centrocomunitarioeducarte@gmail.com
mailto:centrocomunitarioeducarte@gmail.com
http://www.educarte-guatemala.org
http://www.educarte-guatemala.org

