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Awards
• • •

On September 13th an official 
ceremony in which all colour-
bearers (i.e. the best students in 
their grade level) of all educational 
institutions in and around Ciudad 
Vieja will be honoured for their 
academic performance and effort is 
held in the administrative offices 
community Ciudad Vieja. The entire 
event is organized by the local 
government itself. The mayor of the 
city and the city council hand over 
the documents. More than 50 
children, their families and many 
other guests attend the event. 
EducArte is represented by Jesus, 
Abigail and Delwin who accept their 
certificate 
with pride.

Independence Day
  • • •

Guatemala celebrates its 
Independence Day on September 
15th and for this various activities 
and events are organized all over 
the country. The majority of private 
colegios and public schools in 
Ciudad Vieja organize a big parade. 
The EducArte kids, who are 
receiving a scholarship for the 
Colegio "El Adelanto", take part in it. 
In this parade, typical aspects are 
presented: the traditional uniform, 

the colour- bearers, the native 
symbols, the band and much more. 
This is a tradition throughout 
Guatemala and thus no exception in 
Ciudad Vieja. The parade moves 
through the main streets and 
pleases the people, apart from the 
motoring public.

“24 -0”
• • •

This month the students of the 
extra-curricular primary school 
take part in the project "24-0" (24 
hours - 0 violence). It is a 
movement that wants to raise 
awareness to a culture of peace. 
EducArte has been working in this 
area for years and addresses topics 
such as violence, gender, citizens' 
rights and responsibilities. 
Therefore, all our activities are 
focused on a culture of peace. On 
the streets of Ciudad Vieja students 
carefully raise awareness in the 
people on this issue and involve 
them in the campaign, so that they 
show their face against violence.

Fundraisers
• • •

To raise more funds, the EducArte 
team organizes various campaigns, 
including the showing of 
educational documentaries on sex 
education for children. The first 
screening takes 
place at the Colegio
"El Adelanto" with 
about 15 students. 
A small 
concession stand is put up. 

Another idea is to collect more 
donations, the sale of the official T- 
shirt, which will be available in 
mmmmm         various versions. One 
mmm                of which is the red 
mmmm             version: Menos 
mmmm             Casaca más Acción! 
mmmm           (Eng: Less talk more action!) 
mmmm              For Q75.00.

The Quetzal is the 
heraldic animal of 
Guatemala.



¡Menos casaca, Más acción!
(Less talk, more action!)

• • •

This month ends the pilot project 
"Peace education through 
participation and non-violence" 
with a great event and many other 
organizations.

Director 
Alejandra 
Hernández has 
developed the 
project as 
workshop leader 
and carried it out.

During the past seven months 
EducArte has realized this project 
in cooperation with the Institute of 
Applied Sciences in Antigua, which 
is addressed to students from 
middle school and high school, i.e. 
for young people between 14 and 18 
years.

Following a series of investigations, 
interviews, and a previous 
contextualization of the needs of 
the target group various 
educational activities and 
methodology following goals were 
supposed to be achieved for the 
participating: to promote and raise 
awareness for the creation of space 
for participation and learning.

The following areas 
were addressed 
during the process: 
equality, violence, 
rights to sexual self-
determination, 
rights of children 
and adolescents, self-
esteem and social 
participation in 
society.

Here, methods of public education 
(educación popular) were applied, 
e.g. discussions on specific topics, 
trust circles, exhibitions, 
educational trips, theatre forums, 
lectures, etc.

How did the participants experience the 
process?

The topics 
were 
interesting 
and very 
important. 
They took 
us to think 
about how 
we treat and 
perceive each other. At the same 
time, we realized that we as young 
people and students do not only 
have duties but also rights that we 
often do not even know. Another 
very important thing was the 
information about our rights of 
sexual self-determination. It was 
quite interesting to see how many 
classmates have doubts about 
sexuality, but dare not to ask 
questions because they were afraid 
and rather kept them for 

themselves and 
remained 
without 
answers. 
Although in 
many cases we 
initially did 
not 
understand 

the importance, 
or rather, did not know the 
importance of participation and 
information, we realized at the end 
of the process, that we as young 
people are the future and therefore 
bear responsibility and that 
information and education are 
simply necessary .

            How was the project 
experienced from the 
perspective of the director?

Already at the beginning 
and after preliminary 
investigation and 
contextualization a pilot 
plan was drawn up, but 
during the process I 

quickly realized that talent for 
improvisation and the ability to 
change and adapt the concept 
spontaneously were needed. There 
was a lot of uncertainty and many 
doubts among the participants. The 
groups differed in their motivation, 
depending on the schedule and 
facilities.

The teachers also played a 
significant role on how the process 
was perceived.
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COMMUNITY CENTER EDUCARTE    
EducArte is a guatemalan non-governmental organization 
which devotes itself since 2002 to the guiding principle 
"social justice by the means of education and art". The 
organization works with 70 children and their families 
from low-level social-economic backgrounds in the fields 
of education, nutrition and health. 

It is important for me to mention 
that the students of technical 
education, apart from technical 
drawing, were less involved and 
therefore hardly ever claim the 
right to freedom of speech. This 
situation should be carefully 
monitored in order to continue to 
counteract this authoritarian form 
of conformity. 

Without intending to split the 
entire student body in terms of 
their education, it must 
nevertheless be noted that there 
are major differences between 
different kinds of administration 
education, where students are 
more open to participation, 
speeches and especially for 
transformation.

Another aspect that stands out is 
the great need of the students to be 
heard and noticed in a sensitive 
and humane manner and are 
spoken to in their own language, a 
partnership of communication and 
not a superiority. This latter only 
leads to the kids shutting 
themselves off so they do not 
participate and do not talk.

At the end of the workshop an 
excited determination and a need 

for this form of learning in such 
educational institutions was 
observed. Because even small steps 
can lead to great results. In these 
institutions, there are many great 
and positive leaders among the 
students, in whom it is worthwhile 
to invest time and effort. With a 
healthy self-image and with 
conscious learning they can make 
a huge contribution to their school 
environment, this country, this 
planet, so that this world gets a 
little better every day.

I also urge to work with the 
parents and the teachers. In this 
way we achieve a holistic education 
in all areas that are related to the 
students. Greater awareness, more 
information and liability with 
respect to this form of learning, 
and issues such as sexual health 
should be indispensable, especially 
for teachers.

We thank and congratulate the 
Institute of Applied Sciences to 
have participated in this challenge.

Our collective challenge: to sow the 
seeds of peace and to show 
initiative and reforms by the 
means of peace education!

Thank you for the cooperation and 
participation.

Students, organizations, and many other guests 
enjoy the activity for project completion.
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